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Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

        The Reverend Bonnie M. Oplinger, Pastor 

Mr. Roger L. Kurtz, Director of Music 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September19, 2021 

9:00 a.m. 

   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

PRELUDE:  Andante Cantabile (Symphony No. 4) – Chares-Marie Widor  

 

WELCOME  

 This is the day that the Lord has made; 

 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

 and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 

 The LORD  is in his holy temple; 

 Let all the earth keep silence before him. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

PRELUDE:    Lux Aeterna  – Edward Elgar  

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister be-

gins. 

  

Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 

the one who fashions us, 

the one who heals us, 

the one who reforms us again and again. 

Amen. 

 Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power. 

  

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

  

Source of all life, 

we confess that we have not allowed 

your grace to set us free. 

We fear that we are not good enough. 

We hear your word of love freely given to us, 

yet we expect others to earn it. 

We turn the church inward, 

 

  



3 

 

rather than moving it outward. 

Forgive us. Stir us. 

Reform us to be a church powered by love, 

willing to speak for what is right, 

act for what is just, 

and seek the healing of your whole creation. 

Amen. 

  

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us 

And to empower our lives in the world. 

Our sins are forgiven,  

☩ God’s love is unconditional, 

And we are raised up to be God’s people 

Who will always be made new, 

In the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen   

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  

O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. 

Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom 

and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

  

FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 11:18-20 (printed on the back cover) 

  

Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced God’s word to 

Judah but was met with intense opposition and persecution. Jeremiah continues to trust in God 

in the midst of his suffering. 

  

 At the conclusion of the reading, the following is said: 

  

 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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  PSALM:  Psalm 54 

  

The Psalm is spoken responsively as indicated:  

  

 1Save me, O God, | by your name; 

  in your might, de- | fend my cause. 

 2Hear my | prayer, O God; 

  give ear to the words | of my mouth. 

 3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have | sought my life, 

  those who have no re- | gard for God. 

 4Behold, God | is my helper; 

  it is the Lord who sus- | tains my life. R 

 5Render evil to those who | spy on me; 

  in your faithful- | ness, destroy them. 

 6I will offer you a | freewill sacrifice 

  and praise your name, O Lord, for | it is good. 

 7For you have rescued me from | every trouble, 

  and my eye looks down | on my enemies. R 

  

 SECOND READING:  James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a (printed on the back cover)            

                                                    

 The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own wants 

and desires, we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward oth-

ers. 

  

At the conclusion of the reading, the following is said: 

  

 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

  

HOLY GOSPEL:  Mark 9:30-37 (printed on the back cover) 

  

The congregation stands; then the following is said: 

 The Holy Gospel according to Mark.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

   

Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced by the 

world’s definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to such a 

concern for greatness is servanthood. 

  

At the conclusion of the Gospel, the following is said: 

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON             Greatness in the Kingdom of God  

  

Show up! Pay attention! Tell the truth! Don’t be attached to the outcome! These four terse 

statements are the philosophy of life of the Maori, the indigenous people of New Zealand. 

Show up! Pay attention! Tell the truth! Don’t be attached to the outcome! This philosophy 

works for something as simple as a conversation between two people, a committee meeting, a 

family eating together, or a way to live one’s whole life. Yes, one needs to show up even for a 

conversation, and to be present with the other person, by not answering a cell phone ring, not 

texting someone else, but being fully present to that person.  

 

The disciples did show up, but were they paying attention to Jesus? Were they telling the truth? 

Clearly the disciples were too attached to the outcome in this gospel story. Jesus has just gotten 

their attention to tell them the truth, for the second time, that he will be killed, but that he will 

rise again. This is serious business. But in stark contrast to Jesus’s instruction, the disciples are 

arguing over which one of them is the greatest. Can’t you see them standing in a row on a 

stage, behind a podium and microphone, surrounded by TV cameras like a present day political 

campaign, making their arguments about which one of them is the greatest?  

  

However, when Jesus asks them what they were arguing about on the way to Capernum, the 

disciples were silent, because they were not prepared to tell the truth. They knew what they 

were doing was wrong, but they did it anyway. Whatever made them think they were great to 

begin with? Did they believe they were responsible for healing the sick when Jesus sent them 

out in pairs, instead of the Spirit of God working through them? The story before this one 

erupted into another argument, because the disciples could not heal a little boy who was crip-

pled with seizures. Where is the humility in these men, anyway?  

  

One of the first lessons I learned in seminary was, “It’s not about you.” We do not “live and 

move and have our being” under our own power. Our life is a pure gift from God for which we 

need to be on our knees every day saying, “Thank you God!”  

  

But we, too, get trapped like the disciples in focusing on the outcome, the end result, the goal, 

instead of focusing on the process by which the goal is reached. For instance, parents are re-

sponsible for the process of how to faithfully parent a child so they “grow in wisdom and stat-

ure, pleasing to God and people,” but they are not responsible for how their child turns out. 

That is outside their control. Teachers are responsible for the process of teaching faithfully, not 

the outcome of children’s learning. They have no control over what growth or learning will 

transpire in the child. This is also true of ministers. They are responsible for what they do in 

ministry. They are to preach the gospel and administer the sacraments. They are not responsible 

for how the message is received, or what is done with it.  
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So Jesus breaks the disciples’ silence by placing a child in their midst, and turns their minds in 

a different direction entirely. “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 

“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 

welcomes not me, but the One who sent me.” Now what is it about a child that would be so 

appealing for Jesus to use one as an example of how the disciples are to conduct themselves? 

Was it the perceived innocence of a child? Was it the child’s trusting nature toward those who 

care for her/him? Did a child have a special place of honor in the culture of the 1st century 

Mediterranean world? Hardly!  

  

Jesus lived in what was called an “honor-shame” society. There were only two classes of peo-

ple - the rich and powerful and the poor and powerless. There was no middle. Yes, there were 

artisans, like Jesus’ earthly father, Joseph, who was a carpenter, with a special skill or trade, 

but even artisans did not amass wealth. It was a patriarchal society which means that men had 

power, and women, children, servants, and especially widows and orphans were powerless. 

They had no voice, as this passage clearly demonstrates. The child, who Jesus draws to him-

self, has no name and never speaks.  

  

Another ironic twist to this passage is to know that the Greek word for child - paidion, is the 

same word for servant. Children and servants were on the same level, they were considered 

property. This made them the most vulnerable to be used, abused, exploited, disregarded or 

ignored. Yet, Jesus is the one telling the truth, that if you want to be great, you must become 

like a child. Jesus says that if you want to be great, you must receive - welcome - accept the 

child, the most vulnerable, in order to welcome Jesus, and the One who sent Jesus. Jesus judg-

es greatness on the willingness to welcome a vulnerable child into one’s arms and one’s heart 

and to meet their needs.  

 

 If we are to show up, pay attention, tell the truth and not be attached to the outcome, what is 

Jesus’s message saying to us today? Children are still the most dependent members of society 

today, and therefore the most vulnerable, are they not? Many children today are still being 

used, abused, exploited, disregarded or ignored.  

Yet, we can find other members of society who are vulnerable, too can’t we? We need to ask 

the question, who are the most vulnerable people in the world today? Who are the most vul-

nerable people in our country? in our community? in our work place? in the classroom? in our 

church? in our families? Who is the most vulnerable? If we can answer that question, we have 

a clear path as to what we need to be doing, don’t we? Welcome them! Receive them! Accept 

them! But, there’s the rub isn’t it? It’s not so easy to do, is it, especially, if we remember that 

Jesus excludes no one from the Kingdom of God? We are expected to provide radical hospital-

ity to everyone.  
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 In preparing for this gospel message today, I came across this true story that illustrates what 

Jesus was trying to tell his disciples, and us. “A friend of mine owned a nursery for the 

growing of roses that bordered the nursery owned by a family who had immigrated from Ja-

pan. When that day that shall “live in infamy” occurred and Pearl Harbor was struck and the 

destructive seeds of hatred were sown throughout America, my friend’s competitor and his 

family were soon taken off to a concentration camp. Instead of rejoicing in the demise of the 

competition, arrangements were immediately made to take over and operate the business for 

the absentee owner. The roses grew to maturity and were marketed. Books were kept and 

profits deposited. Love bloomed and life opened up for the neighbor who was called a fool.  

  

When the war was over and the imprisoned family returned, they expected to find the sham-

bles which neglect had promoted. Instead they found a thriving business maintained and a 

neighbor who had almost killed himself guaranteeing the future of his friend. When I pass 

that nursery now and see through the windows of those greenhouses the crossed beams that 

mark the rows of planting, I think of the way the cross was preached in that place.”  

  

Greatness is embodied in caring for the most vulnerable members of our community, first of 

all by embracing them with love, hearing their stories, and responding to their cares. Just so, 

our congregations do their best ministry with children when they make sure that the children 

of the church - and the children of the community - know that God loves them, that we love 

them, and that their lives matter and are full of possibility. In affirming our children, we are 

awakened to theophanies in our encounters with them.  

  

But we must return to the reason Jesus was asking his disciples to “show up” and “pay atten-

tion” to what he had to say in the first place. Jesus was telling them that he is not asking 

them to do anymore than what he is willing to do. Because as Mark’s gospel continues to 

unfold, the Messianic secret becomes more and more revealed to the disciples, and we final-

ly realize that Jesus is the most vulnerable one of all. His willingness to be betrayed into hu-

man hands, to be killed and three days later to be raised again, makes Jesus the most vulner-

able and the most powerful of all. It is God who shows up, pays attention, tells the truth and 

is not attached to the outcome. God became one of us in order to have a never-ending, lov-

ing relationship with us. What a gift! Thank you Jesus! Amen. 
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APOSTLES CREED 

  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

   

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in our love for you. 

Help us overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged to work together for your sake. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to care for this 

world and empower us to support agencies, organizations, and individual efforts to heal our 

environment. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict (especially). In-

spire leaders to listen to each other and work towards peaceful solutions to disagreements. 

Protect the vulnerable, especially children, who cannot find safety in their home or country. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

. 
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  God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness. Help them find ap-

propriate care (especially),  Willis Beam, Lynn Beard,  Henry Bowman,  Jacob Garman, Wes-

ton Hertzler, Alma Hollingsworth,  Hunter Leisey, Lillian Logeman,  James Martin,  Pastor 

Royal Olson, Judy Perry, Connie Reight, Norma Rhoads, Lisa Riley, Gerald Styer, Evelyn 

Wissler, Doris Witwer, Wyatt Wolfe, Be with Military Personnel, First Responders, Healthcare 

Workers and the helpers and the residents at Nursing Homes.  Bring healing and wholeness 

when the path forward seems bleak. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. Renew in us your call 

to welcome the children in our midst. As they grow, strengthen their faith and our commitment 

to them. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died and pray for all who 

grieve today (especially). Shine your grace on all your saints. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

  

Amen. 

  
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Assisting Minister:  Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within   
     us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake 
     of  a world in need.  Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who 
     call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with 
     you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 
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 THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

The congregation responds with, Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 

 

FRACTION:  

The table of life is spread before us.  Receive the goodness and mercy of God.  All are wel-

come at this table where Christ is the host and the meal. 

  

COMMUNION 

The congregation is seated.  Lutherans teach that Christ is truly present with, in, and under the 

bread and wine of Holy Communion.  Those who wish to receive only a blessing should indi-

cate this by crossing their arms over their chest.  As the ministers distribute the elements, they 

say these words: The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Each 

person may respond: Amen. 

  

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us  

 and keep us in God’s grace. Amen 

  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 Assisting Minister:  Let us pray: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you 

give us gifts that form us to be humble and courageous.  May your words come to life in our 

serving and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all the 

world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and redeemer.  Amen.  
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 BLESSING 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to 

 you.  The Lord look upon you with favor ☩ and give you peace. 

Amen. 

  

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace.  Proclaim the Good News. Thanks be to God. 

  

POSTLUDE:   Fugue in C Major (“Fanfare”) – Johann Sebastian Bach  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Music Notes: 

  

Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937), the composer of the prelude, was a distinguished 

French organist, composer, and teacher who served as organist at the Church of St. Sulpice 

in Paris for 64 years.  He also was Professor of Organ at the Paris Conservatory, where he 

taught many gifted students, including Louis Vierne, Albert Schweitzer, and Marcel 

Dupré.  As a composer, Widor is best remembered for his ten organ symphonies.  While 

symphonies are normally written for orchestras and not solo instruments, it was a common 

practice among a number of French composers of the era to write organ symphonies since 

they viewed the instrument as a self-contained orchestra.  In the movement offered today, 

Widor calls for several orchestral sounds to be used, including strings, flutes, and the  

clarinet.  

 

ALTAR FLOWERS  today are placed by the Congregation in the Glory of God. 

 FELLOWSHIP AFTER CHURCH AND ADULT FORUM  

Please join us for coffee, tea, etc. in the social hall sitting at socially distanced tables. We will 

also experience Adult Forum in this way for the time being. I am open for some suggestions 

re. topics to tackle. Here are a few already planned:  Now  through September 26, we will ex-

plore the Epistle (Letter) of James found in the New Testament.  

  

 Today, we will be studying the Epistle of James and Pastor Oplinger will lead the 

study. 

  

 For eight weeks during the fall, we will be experiencing a book entitled Honoring Our 

Neighbor’s Faith. A presenter from that faith will be invited to speak about their faith tradi-

tion each Sunday during the eight week period in the fall.  

 Next Sunday, September 26th, we welcome Major Robert Reel from the Salvation Ar-

my as our Adult Forum guest.  Please take home one of the books -  

Honoring our Neighbor’s Faith and read about the Salvation Army ahead of time. 
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ZOOM WORSHIP - Here are the links for worship each Sunday moving forward. We will 

continue to print them in the bulletin and newsletter and they will also be available on the 

church’s website @ www.jerusaluth.org.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7157358191 

  

Call into worship by dialing this number (long-distance fees may apply):  

+1 929 205 6099 

Enter Meeting ID: 715 735 8191 (then press # twice)  

Lititz-Warwick Community Chest Food Bank  

September  Food Bank Suggestions: 

· Instant mashed potatoes 

· Jelly 

· Laundry detergent (please no “pods” due to risk to families with children) 

Items can be placed in the drop box on the first floor by the elevator - thank you! 

http://www.jerusaluth.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85826764075?pwd=SXlhQXFtM01qNEJVRUUwT1lubHB4QT09
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SERVING IN THE LITURGY  

  

Pastor……..……...The Rev. Bonnie Oplinger 

Organist…...……...……….……..Roger Kurtz 

Assisting Minister….………….Brenda Fetter 

Lector….…………......….……Brenda Fetter 

Altar Guild….....................…Jean Slaymaker 

Ushers…….Andy Anderson & Claude Grube 

Zoom Monitor………………Zachary Fetter 

Acolyte………………… 

 

Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

36 Church Street, Rothsville (Lititz), PA 

717.626.8972 | www.jerusaluth.org  

jerusaluth@windstream.net 

Pastor’s email: jerusaluthpastor@windstream.net 

The Reverend Bonnie M. Oplinger, Pastor 

Mr. Roger L. Kurtz, Director of Music 

Shelby Hoover,  Office Administrator 

Joan C. Dull, Sexton 

Congregation, Ministers 
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