Exploring the Cemetery: Women Veterans
By Denise Witwer Lahr
With the Veterans Day holiday approaching. I wanted to focus on women buried in the
cemetery who have served in the military. But first, a caveat: It is much harder to get
information on women through the sources I have available to me. I may have missed some. Let
me know if that is the case. But, for fun, I will show you some of the various sources I use.
First, Violet (Eberly) Rankin (1925-2003) is buried with her
husband, John; her step-father, Arthur Boose, and
mother, Martha (Carpenter) Boose; an aunt, Susan M.
(Carpenter) Rineer; and an uncle, Robert Carpenter and
his wife, Miriam. They are in Section 7 behind the old
section. Violet was a member of the Cadet Nursing Corps
at Lancaster General Hospital from Apr. 1, 1944 to Oct. 9,
1946.
The obituary of Justine Vivian (Phillips) Geyer (1922-1988)
states that she was an apprentice seaman in the WAVES
in WW II. I also found her burial record with the
Commonwealth of Pa. Dept. of Military Affairs. She was
the wife of Henry Geyer. They are buried to the right of
the driveway with Henry’s parents, Walter and Lizzie
Geyer.

Betty A. (Maurer) Fizz (1924-1998)
rests with her husband, Stanley E.
Fizz, in the flat marker section at
the back of the cemetery. Betty Is
listed in the US Dept. of Veterans
Affairs Death File. Her dates of
service in the WAVES are given as
Sept. 5, 1944 -July 14, 1945.
Loretta G. (Collogan) Mayfield (1925-2004) served in the WAVES in WWII according to her
obituary. She is buried with her husband, Dean H. Mayfield, also a WWII veteran in the small
East section. It is very hard to find verification of service for Women Accepted for Volunteer
Emergency Service, at least through the resources I have available to me. At least 84,000
women served in the program, not only as nurses and secretaries, but also as airplane
mechanics, control tower operators and in intelligence. The “Emergency” designation implied
that female service would end when the war ended. But the WAVES continued until 1948 when
women were admitted to the regular Navy.

Finally, there is Carrie M. (Landis) Wertz. According to her obituary. Carrie was a veteran of the
US Navy, Petty Officer 1st Class, and worked as a dispatcher during World War II. I found her
Application for Veteran’s Compensation filed in 1950, stating that she had served from June 5,
1944 until Mar. 2, 1946. She received $210.
Carrie was the daughter of Ira and Margaret (Boyer) Landis, and the second wife of Roy Franklin
Wertz, who is buried at Greenwood Cemetery, Lancaster.
Here is the WAVES marching song (sung to I Want To BE A Friend Of Yours), by Betty
McClinchie):
I want to be a Navy Wave, MMM, and a little bit more;
I want to be an Ensign too, MMM, and a little bit more;
I want to wear a suit of blue, MMM, and a little bit more;
One blue stripe would be alright, but oh, for a little bit more.

