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PASTOR’S PONERABLES:  WHAT DO 

HANDS OF SACRIFICE LOOK LIKE? 

 

B ack in the 15th century, in a tiny village near Nuremberg, 

Germany, lived a family with 18 children.  Eighteen!  In 

order merely to keep food on the table for this mob, the father 

and head of the household, a goldsmith by profession, worked 

almost 18 hours a day at his trade and any other paying chore 

he could find in the neighborhood. 

Despite their seemingly hopeless condition, two of Albrecht Durer the Elder’s    

children had a dream.  They both wanted to pursue their talent for art,                    

but they knew full well that their father would never be financially able                   

to send either of them to Nuremberg to study at the Academy. 

After many long discussions at night in their crowded bed, the two boys finally 

worked out a pact.  They would toss a coin.  The loser would go down into the   

nearby mines and with his earnings support his brother while he attended the     

academy.  Then, when that brother who won the toss completed his studies,             

in four years, he would support the other brother at the academy, either with       

sales of his artwork, or, if necessary, also by laboring in the mines. 

They tossed a coin on a Sunday morning after church.  Albrecht Durer won the toss 

and went off to Nuremberg.  Albert went down into the dangerous mines, and for  

the next four years, financed his brother, whose work at the academy was almost an 

immediate sensation.  Albrecht’s etchings, his woodcuts, and his oils were far better 

than those of most of his professors, and by the time he graduated, he was beginning 

to earn considerable fees for his commissioned works. 

When the young artist returned to his village, the Durer family held a festive dinner 

on their lawn to celebrate Albrecht’s triumphant homecoming.  After a long and 

memorable meal, punctuated with music and laughter, Albrecht rose from his hon-

ored position at the head of the table to drink a toast to his beloved brother for the 

years of sacrifice that he enabled Albrecht to fulfill his ambition.  His closing words 
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were, “And now, Albert, blessed brother of mine, now it is your turn.   

Now you can go to Nuremberg to pursue your dream, and I will take care of you. 

All heads turned in eager expectation to the far end of the table where Albert sat, tears streaming down his 

pale face, shaking his lowered head from side to side while he sobbed and repeated over and over, “No…

no….no…no.” 

Finally, Albert rose and wiped the tears from his cheeks.  He glanced down the long table at the faces he 

loved, and then, holding his hands close to his right cheek, he said softly, “No, brother.  I cannot go to  

Nuremberg, it is too late for me.  Look what four years in the mines have done to my hands!  The bones in 

every finger have been smashed at least once, and lately, I have been suffering from arthritis so badly in 

my right hand that I cannot even hold a glass to return your toast, much less make delicate lines on parch-

ment or canvas with a pen or a brush.  No, brother…for me it is too late.” 

One day, to pay homage to Albert for all that he had sacrificed, Albrecht Durer painstakingly drew his 

brother’s abused hands with palms together and thin fingers stretched skyward.  He called his powerful 

drawing simply “Hands,” but the entire world almost immediately opened their hearts to his great master-

piece and renamed his tribute of love “The Praying Hands.” 

Pastor Bonnie Oplinger 

 

Sunday, September 9, 2018 

 
 

CHRIST’S HANDS – In World War II, bombs destroyed a church 

in Strasbourg, France.  As parishioners cleared the rubble, they 

discovered a statue of Jesus that was now missing both hands.   

A visiting sculptor later offered to make repairs, but church members declined, saying Christ “has no 

hands to minister to the needy or feed the hungry or enrich the poor – except our hands.  He inspires.  

We perform.” 

As in past years, the disciples at Jerusalem ELC will be assembling health care kits and school kits to 

be sent to Lutheran World Relief for distribution where they are most needed.  

 

Please join us in the social hall for fellowship, refreshments and the opportunity to make this a very 

special God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday. 
 

“Christ has no body but yours; no hands, no feet on earth but yours.   

Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassion on this world.   

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good.  

 Yours are the hands with which he blesses all the world.  

 Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body.  

 Christ has no body now but yours.”  

                                                                           – St. Teresa of Avila. 
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From the director of music 

 

Many thanks to the following members and friends of Jerusalem who enriched our worship   

services over the summer months with their musical gifts:  David Cooper, Ken Craley, Brenda  

Fetter, Jessica Kistler, Scott Kopp, Cheri Kurtz, Brooke Maharg, Jim Martin, Leslie Miller, Pastor 

Oplinger, Jeanine Schreiber, Patti Stripling, Beth Trachte, John David Wissler, and Thomas Wissler.  

Your exceptional offerings in the service of God and his church were most appreciated by all! 

 

Our Jerusalem Choir will begin rehearsals for the 2018-19 season on Wednesday evening,     

September 5, at 7:00 p.m. in the choir loft.  If you have considered volunteering your time and     

talent to sing in the choir, now is the perfect opportunity to join and make an important contribution to 

our congregation’s worship life.  By providing leadership for the service music, psalms and hymns in 

our liturgies, as well as offering anthems, the choir continues its mission of guiding the sung prayer 

and praise of God’s people here at Jerusalem Church.  All voice parts are most welcome!  For addi-

tional information, please speak with Roger Kurtz or feel free to contact him by phone (626-1527) or 

email (rogerk@dejazzd.com).  

 

Mark your calendars now for the two events that will comprise our 2018-2019 Music at Jerusalem 

Concert Series.  This season will feature two outstanding quintets from the local area:  Manor Winds 

Quintet will perform on Sunday, October 28, 2018, at 3:00 p.m. and The Keystone Brass Quintet 

will present a program on March 31, 2019, at 3:00 p.m.   

 

Manor Winds is a talented new chamber ensemble comprised of five musicians who come together to 

rehearse in a loft space in their horn player’s historic manor in downtown Lancaster. While they love 

playing many works from the standard repertoire, the musicians of Manor Winds are equally passion-

ate about new music. With many recently written pieces in their repertoire, they look to program new 

works and help to represent local composers in the southeastern region of Pennsylvania. The quintet 

consists of flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, and horn.  The Keystone Brass Quintet was founded in the 

fall of 1976 and has performed more than 300 performances in churches, colleges, schools, and       

numerous summer music series in a tri-state area. The ensemble's extensive and varied repertoire    

includes music from the Renaissance and Baroque periods, romantic melodies, Broadway show tunes, 

big band music, marches, jazz, and arrangements of familiar gospel songs and spirituals. Three of the 

group's five founding members remain with the ensemble.  

 

 

mailto:rogerk@dejazzd.com
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As a church, we are extremely grateful for the generosity of those members and friends of the congrega-

tion who have served as patrons for our concerts during past seasons. Since the series is not subsidized 

through our church budget, voluntary contributions have permitted us to offer concerts of great music 

free of admission charge year after year.  If you would like to assist in continuing this important commu-

nity outreach, please return the bottom portion of this page with your donation to the church office 

or give to Roger Kurtz by Sunday, October 21st to ensure your acknowledgement in the October 28th 

program.  Checks may be made payable to the “Jerusalem Church Music Ministry Fund.”  All gifts, large 

or small, are most appreciated. Thank you in advance for your support! 

Roger Kurtz 

Jerusalem Lutheran Church 

Director of Music  

 

 

 

 

 

Music at Jerusalem Concert Series 

 

Yes, I would like to help sponsor the Music at Jerusalem Series.  My contribution is enclosed. 

Please list my name/our names in the program as ______________________________________. 

 

 

please submit by 10/21/18 
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 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
9am Holy  

Communion 
Blessing of Work 
and Backpacks 

 
10:30am  

Adult Forum 

3 4 
3pm Finance 

Meeting 
 

4:30pm Rock  
Connection  

(in Park) Reading 
Program 

5 
7pm Choir  
Practice 

6 7 8 

9    

9am Holy  
Communion and 

God’s Work, Our 
Hands Sunday 

 

 

10 
7pm Service 
Committee  

Meeting 
 

114:30pm Rock 

Connection  
(in Park) Reading 

Program 

12 
7pm Choir  
Practice 

13 14 
Submit articles 

and information to 
Tracy in the 
church office 

15   7-10:00am 

All-You-Can-Eat 
Breakfast, Faith 
United Lutheran 

Church 
 

9am-3pm 
Rothsville  

Community Day 

16 
9am Holy  

Communion 
 

10:30am  
Adult Forum 

17 18 
4:30pm Rock  
Connection  

(in Park) Reading 
Program 

 
7pm Congregational 

Council Meeting 

19 
7pm Choir  
Practice 

20 21 22 

23 
9am Holy  

Communion 
 

10:30am  
Adult Forum 

24 25 
4:30pm Rock  
Connection  

(in Park) Reading 
Program 

 

 

26 
7pm Choir  
Practice 

27 
12pm GIFT  

 

Grieving Into  
Faithful Trust 

28 29 

30 9am Holy  

Communion 
 

10:30am  
Adult Forum 

      

Next time you are at the store, pick up ready to eat 
chunky-type canned soup, juice for children, canned 
chicken or Spam for the Lititz-Warwick Community 

Chest Food Bank. Collection box in the narthex. 
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September Celebrations 

September Birthdays 

  4 - Patti Stripling 

  7 - Bonnie Votano 

10 - Jeanine Schreiber 

12 - Judy Frantz 

13 - Martha Weinhold 

16 - Emma Miller 

16 - Devon Whitney 

21 - Alma Hollingsworth 

23 - Brian Burkholder 

24 - Norma Rhoads 

24 - Amanda Carson 

25 - Spencer Ehrhart 

 

 

September Wedding Anniversaries 

Jean ♥ Spencer Ehrhart celebrate 29 years on September 2nd 

James ♥ Judith Ecenrode celebrate 51 years on September 16th  

Dean ♥ Tamara DeWitt celebrate 31 years on September 18th  

Christopher ♥ Charlotte Scheid celebrate 5 years on September 28th 

 

 

September Anniversaries of Baptism  

 

1-Rich Schreiber-1961 

7-Brad Clubb - 1961 

12-Ken Craley – 1941 

12-Lindsay Volker - 1982 

16-Joel Mearig – 1973 

16-Michael Fetter – 1973 

16-Carol Mearig - 1981 

23-Charles Sweigart – 1951 

25-Gerald Styer – 1938 

30-Mary Garber – 2007  

Best wishes to those celebrating in September! 
Was your special day missed?  

Please contact Tracy in the church office  
to make the correction. Thank you. 
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Worship Leaders 

 
Assisting  
Minister 

Altar Guild Lector 
Element  

Presenters 
Ushers Greeter(s) Acolyte 

Sept 2 
Zachary  
Fetter  

   
Claude Grube, 
Andy Anderson  
& Ron Naudus    

 
Beth  

Trachte 

Sept 9 
Jill  

Club  
Larrie &  

Emma Miller 
Jill  

Clubb 
 

Claude Grube, 
Andy Anderson  
& Ron Naudus    

 
Zachary  
Fetter  

Sept 16   
Brad  
Clubb 

 
Claude Grube, 
Andy Anderson  
& Ron Naudus    

 
Eryn  

Murphy 

Sept 23 
JD  

Wissler 
Brenda Fetter & 
Zachary Fetter 

Zachary  
Fetter 

 
Claude Grube, 
Andy Anderson  
& Ron Naudus    

  

Sept 30 
Eryn  

Murphy  
 Dave Carson  

Claude Grube, 
Andy Anderson  
& Ron Naudus    

 
Joyce 

Burkholder  

Oct. 7     
Claude Grube, 
Andy Anderson  
& Ron Naudus    

 
Joyce 

Burkholder  

Or contact Tracy in the church office to volunteer (717) 626-8972 or jerusaluth@windstream.net 

Thank you! 

mailto:jerusaluth@windstream.net
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Rothsville Community Day  
Saturday, September 15, 2018  

9am - 3pm 

 

A reminder that the 17th annual Rothsville Community 

Day is Saturday, September 15th at Forney Field. Come 

out to enjoy Fun, Food and Fellowship.  

 

Registration for the Rabbit Run, a run/walk & pet walk, 

begins at 9:00am with the event starting at 9:30am. 

The $10.00 registration fee will benefit the Wellspan financial aid program.  

Children's games and activities are from 10:00am to 1:00pm. 

 

Fire Company and Ambulance equipment and local business displays throughout the day. Our signature 

event helicopter candy drop will be held at 10:45am. Entertainment will be provided by Steve Courtney 

at 1:00pm. The 3-legged sack and wheelbarrow races along with the egg toss contest continue to add 

to the fun. Who can pass up participating in or watching an old fashion pie eating contest. 

 

All this and more, such as free food provided by Weaver Petroleum and Caruso’s. Jerusalem is responsi-

ble for young children's activities: Spin art, face painting and craft as well as snack “hander outers”. 

Please volunteer some of your time to help make this a successful event 

 

Contact Brad Clubb or Ken Craley for additional information and offering your helping hand.  

Thank You! 

 

BLESSING OF WORK AND BLESSING OF BACKPACKS 

September 2, 2018 

This Sunday of Labor Day we are taking the opportunity to lift up workers in our    

congregation and community.  You are invited to bring   an item that represents your work and 

place it in front of the communion table before the service.  We will bless the tools of your work 

and pray for you as well as the underemployed and the unemployed and those who labor at 

home, as well as those who are retired from their labors. 

Children and youth are invited to bring their backpacks with them to church this Sunday for       

a blessing also.  We invite any who are teachers to also bring a representation of their work.  

Prayers will be offered for all who are in a school or learning setting. 
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All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast Buffet 
 

Saturday,  September 15, 2018  
7:00-10:00 am 

 

FAITH UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH FELLOWSHIP HALL 
357 WALNUT STREET, DENVER 

 

BREAKFAST INCLUDES: Eggs, home fries, creamed beef, baked French toast, bacon, scrapple, sausage, 
ham, coffee, tea, orange juice, tomato juice; various pastries and fruit. 

 
Admission by donation 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT NORTH LANCASTER CONFERENCE DISASTER RESPONSE  
TRIP TO PUERTO RICO NOVEMBER 8-14, 2018 

 

Phone 717-336-2141; email: faithunited@ptd.net 
 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 

      LET’S TALK ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

“Since flowers are symbolic of our joy in Christ as well as our human frailty, they 

are used almost universally to adorn the worship space.  However, they are often-

and appropriately-omitted during the penitential times of the church year – Ad-

vent, Lent and Holy Week.  Only the freshest flowers should be used, and their 

color and arrangement should be consistent with the season or church festival be-

ing observed.  Because flowers are used for their symbolism of life, joy, and hu-

man frailty “All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.  

The grass withers, the flower fades” – Isaiah 40:7-8, artificial flowers have no 

purpose and no place in the worship space.   

Potted plants are also not used, because they do not have the same symbolism of sacrifice as cut 

flowers.” – Altar Guild Handbook – S. Anita Stauffer 

 

The Worship and Music Committee has been exploring the most reasonable cost for flowers, but 

prices are increasing everywhere.  Please know that in the near future, the cost for chancel flowers 

will increase to $30.00 for two vases.   

 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS: 
 

Income through July 31, 2018:    $79,762.64 

Expenses through July 31, 2018: $83,192.16 

             - $3,429.52 

 
THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE is requesting 
donations of paper supplies:  napkins, paper 

towels and toilet paper. Thank you! 
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COOPERATIVE MINISTRY  

COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 

At the Spring Assembly of the North Lancaster 

Conference, Robert Getz from Mellinger’s  

Lutheran Church invited lay people from all the 

churches in the conference to convene to discuss 

how congregations at risk in the conference 

might work together cooperatively to accom-

plish ministries that by themselves are challeng-

ing if not impossible.  Two meetings of those 

who are interested in this venture have already 

transpired.   

 

The next meeting will be held @ Bergstrasse 

Lutheran Church after the 10:30 am worship 

service.  Committee members are invited to 

worship with the congregation hosting the  

meeting, but it is not essential to do that.   

The meeting would begin at approximately 

11:30 am – 11:45 am.  At the present time,  

ONLY lay people are invited to participate in 

these meetings.  Currently there are 6 or 7  

congregations participating with 13-14 people  

in attendance.   

 

If you are interested in this cooperative ministry 

discussion, please see Pastor Oplinger. 

The “A” in Thrivent’s  
ABC’s of Generosity 
 

Thrivent is a membership organization of Chris-

tians, helping members be wise with money and 

live generously, which results in stronger, thriv-

ing members, families, and  communities. 

Through your Thrivent membership benefits, 

making an impact on your community is as easy 

as ABC! 

This article is about the “A” in the Thrivent ABC’s 

of Generosity: Thrivent Action Teams. 

Are you looking for ways to give back to your 

community? Do you want to make a positive 

change? Thrivent Action Teams make it easy to 

bring a team of volunteers together to make a 

difference in the world! All you need to do is 

dream up an idea, apply for your project online 

at Trivent.com, lead your project, and then 

share a brief report on your success. 

You can hold a fundraiser, plan a service project, 

or organize an educational event.  t’s your 

choice...and your chance to let your creativity 

and generosity shine! 

Thrivent will help make it happen by sending 

you a kit with Live Generosity T-shirts,  banners, 

and other cool stuff to help you get your project 

started. You’ll even receive a Community Impact 

Card loaded with $250 in seed money! 
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 Dear Friends in Christ, 

These are exciting days at Jerusalem Lutheran Church!  They 

are days filled with God’s blessings and gratitude.  Blessings 

and gratitude are the focus of this year’s stewardship program, 

First, We Give of Ourselves: Giving in Gratitude.  Together, 

we will explore the many ways we are blessed by God,  

especially with God’s grace in Christ and our how a response  

of gratitude moves us to be a blessing to others. 

 

Over the next number of weeks, through Bible Study, sermons, opportunities to 

acknowledge and express gratitude, and congregational activities expressing gratitude,  

we immerse ourselves in the delight of blessing and thanksgiving.  These weeks will focus 

our attention on God’s gracious giving in Christ and how gratitude for these blessings  

enable us to grow in our lives as disciples   and in our sharing of blessings – to give of 

ourselves in gratitude. 

 

The Kick Off Sunday for “First, We Give of Ourselves: Giving in Gratitude” will be 

Sunday, October 7th.  On Sunday, October 14th we will celebrate Gratitude Sunday, 

which focuses on the blessings God has shared with us and our cumulative expressions of 

gratitude as individuals and congregation.  Our Celebration and Commitment Sunday 

will be Sunday, October 28th.  At this service, we will celebrate the ministry we have as a 

congregation and indicate how we will share our gifts in gratitude for God’s blessings and 

the ministry of our congregation. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  

• Sunday, October 7  

 Kick Off Sunday for “First, We Give of Ourselves: Giving in Gratitude”  
 

• Sunday, October 14  

 Gratitude Sunday 
 

• Sunday, October 28  

 Celebration and Commitment Sunday  

 

ADULT FORUM 

• Sunday, October 7 

 Gratitude and When Enough is Enough – LUKE 12:13-21 
 

• Sunday, October 14 

 A Heart of Gratitude – LUKE 12: (22-31) 32-34 
 

• Sunday, October 21 

 Blessing and Gratitude – JOHN 3:1-17 
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                             PRAYER CONCERNS 
Teresa Ackley, Anna Mary Bowman, Reba Bowser, Lois Byerly, Karen Carson, 

Erma Craley, Jacob Garman, Alma Hollingsworth, Joe Hoover, Dorothy Klopp, 

Lillian Logeman, Ray Miller, Leroy Mull, Ron Naudus, Charles & Maryanne 

Sweigart, Reba Weit, Wyatt Wolfe, Kim Zepp and all Military Personnel. 

Anna Mary Bowman 

Health Center Room 102 

Luther Acres 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: December 27 

 

 

 

Erma Craley 

Health Center Room 213 

Luther Acres 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: February 23 

 

 

 

Jacob Garman  

United Zion Ret. Community 

722 Furnace Hills Pike,  

Room 130 

Lititz, PA   1754 

Birthday: April 1 

Alma Hollingsworth 

200 St. Luke Drive 

Apartment 306 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: September 21 

 

 

 

Dorothy Klopp 

United Zion Ret. Community 

722 Furnace Hills Pike,  

Room 12C 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: May 9 

 

 

 

Lillian Logeman 

1001 Clay Road 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: August 31 

 

Leroy “Skip” Mull 

Health Center Room 221 

Luther Acres 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: May 9 

 

 

 

Reba Weit 

PC Rm. 508, Muhlenberg Lodge 

300 St. Mark Drive 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: August 10 

 

 

 

Evelyn Wissler 

321 Meadow Valley Road 

Lititz, PA   17543 

Birthday: April 14 

HOME COMMUNION MEMBERS A call, dropping a card, or a visit... 

“All of us wonder if we are OK. We want to be loved, seen, heard 

and cared for. That is where we need to start in ministry.” 

* Erma Craley has moved to the Health Center at Luther Acres. Her new address is listed above. 
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 Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 

July 17, 2018 
 

“As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors locally and globally.” 
  
Present:  Pastor Oplinger, Chrystine Anderson, Jill Clubb, Cheri Kurtz, Mel Ravegum, Larrie Miller, Kathy 
Schreiber, Jean Slaymaker, J.D. Wissler. 
Guests:  None. 
Devotions were led by Pastor Oplinger. Meeting led by Mel Ravegum, Council President. 
Recognition: 

All those individuals who have been folding the church bulletins throughout the years. 
Ray Bowman for doing excellent job with the weed whacking in the cemetery. 
Odel Anderson and Claude Grube for their service of weekly church ushering. 
Everyone who helped prepare and serve the July 16th Community Meal. 
Those who helped with the Friday evening meal at the Community Vacation Bible School. 

Reports:   
Pastor’s Report:  A written Pastor’s Report was distributed to Council for review and was accepted as 

written. 
Secretary’s Report:  Jill Clubb made a motion to accept the June 19, 2018 Secretary’s Report as written and 

Jean Slaymaker seconded. The motion was approved. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Pastor Oplinger did ask for clarification of the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund and Council 

members and treasurer discussed its purpose and use. J.D. Wissler made a motion to accept the Treasur-
er’s Report as written and Cheri Kurtz seconded. The motion was approved. 

Old Business:  Visitor sign-in book for the front door is still in the process of being completed. 
New Business:  None. 
Committee Reports: 

Sunday School:  Youth Sunday School out for the summer. Kathy Schreiber will check with those who have 
children to determine the needs for the 2018-2019 curriculum. 

 Worship and Music:  No Meeting. 
Cemetery:  Pastor Oplinger distributed a copy of the updated rules and regulations of Jerusalem Evangelical 

Lutheran Church Cemetery. Larrie Miller reported Ray Bowman placed two large garbage cans on the 
cemetery to use for cemetery waste.  

Memorial:  Nothing new to report. 
Finance: See Treasurer’s Report. 
Property:  An emergency battery light was replaced in the boiler room. 
Service:  August 20th is the next Community Meal. Currently the committee is collecting items for school kits 

for Lutheran World Relief.   
Stewardship:  No Report. 

Reminder Dates: 
 July 29 – Evening Vespers in the Lititz Springs Park Band Shell at 7:00pm. 
 August 20 – Community Meal at 5:30pm. 

Announcements/Correspondence:  A thank you note was received from Andrew Steele, Director of ELCA 
Global Church Sponsorship, for the $622.00 contribution for Young Adults in Global Mission. 

Next Meeting: August 21, 2018. 
Kathy Schreiber made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Jill Clubb seconded. The Meeting was adjourned 

and closed with reciting the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Fetter, Recording Secretary 
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Louisa (Doerr) Leeking is buried in section 2 of the cemetery, lot 46. She was 

born Feb. 19, 1842, in Lancaster, to Philip and Margareth (Hess) Doerr.      

She married Christian Leeking in November 1859, before her 18th birthday 

and had her first child, Henrich, in August 1860. She died Nov. 15, 1880,       

at age 38, having had nine living children, including a set of twins. At the  

time of her death she was also caring for her father, Philip. Life was hard     

for women in the 19th century. Her photo is at the left. 

 

Louisa had a brother, Philip Jr., whose life took a quite different path. Philip 

was two years older than Louisa. He attended Pennsylvania College (now  

Gettysburg College), and during the battle of Gettysburg, he served in the   

militia along with other students. At his commencement ceremony in 1864,  

he was given the honor of delivering the German Oration.  

 

He found favor with Thaddeus Stevens, and after graduation, Stevens secured him a position with the   

Arsenal Dept in Washington DC. However, Doerr left that post in February 1865 and returned home to 

Lancaster to marry Wilhelmina Bream. He then left immediately to join the 192nd New York Infantry      

to serve until the end of the war. 

 

After the war he taught in Kingswood, W. Va., and Cumberland, Md. In the latter location he studied   

theology with Rev. A. J. Weddell and Bishop C. F. Heyer and was ordained as a Lutheran Minister in 

1868. He then served numerous congregations throughout central and western Pennsylvania, including    

in Everett, Bloody Run, McConnellsburg, Venango, Connellsville, Warren, Sarversville, Delmont, Brush 

Creek and Adamsburg. He even served a stint in Salt Lake City in an effort to minister to Lutherans and 

convert the Mormons. 

 

Doerr seems to have been the point man for congregations struggling with the language issue. Throughout 

the last half of the 18th century, Lutheran congregations had declining numbers of German-speaking    

congregants. For more and more of the members, English was their first language, and they preferred 

English services. This caused a huge rift in many places.  

 

For instance, Doerr arrived at the tiny town of Venango in 1871 to serve Zion Evangelical Lutheran for 

two years. The church remained whole while Doerr was there but fractured in 1875 when a group of 65 

members split off to form a competing church, 1st Lutheran. Neither church survived. 

 

In 1897 Doerr arrived at his last pastorate in Adamsburg, Pa.  and encountered the same old controversy. 

EXPLORING THE CEMETERY 
Louisa Doerr and her brother, Rev. Philip Doerr  

 

 

By Denise Witwer Lahr 
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In 1849 “Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of Adamsburg and Vicinity” had broken off 

from Brush Creek Lutheran Church of Hempfield Township over the use of English in services, 

with the former preferring English and the latter, German. By the time Doerr arrived, they had been 

recombined into a single parish served by one pastor.  

 

Gradually, however, English prevailed. The Brush Creek Church began to grow as it introduced 

English into the services, and Holy Trinity declined. The last service at Holy Trinity was held on 

September 27, 1908, two days before Doerr suffered the stroke that would lead to his death. With 

the loss of its pastor, Holy Trinity dissolved. Brush Creek Lutheran Church survives at 177 Brush 

Creek Road on the outskirts of Irwin, Pa. 

 

Philip Doerr and his wife, Wilhelmina, are buried in the Union Cemetery in Irwin, Pa. Their       

children were scattered because Philip moved around so much. But they are united in their unusual 

names.  

 

Philip Melanchthon Doerr was named for the German reformation leader and Luther collaborator, 

Philip Melanchthon (born Philip Schwartzerdt). Melanchthon is Greek for “black earth,” which is 

also the meaning of the German, Schwartzerdt. 

 

Luther Weddell Doerr, was obviously named for Martin Luther, and also for Rev. A. J. Weddell 

(1821-1896), the English Lutheran clergyman in Cumberland, Md., who was the teacher of Doerr. 

 

Athaneous Mertz Doerr, was probably named for Athanasius, a Bishop of Alexandria in the time of 

Constantine, who spoke against Arianism, a non-trinitarian doctrine that was prevalent at the time. 

 

 

Left: Photo of Rev. Doerr taken 

during his time at First Lutheran  

Church, Warren, Pa. 

 

 

 

Right: Photo of Rev. Doerr 

found hanging in Salem  

Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Delmont, Pa. 
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Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
36 Church Street, Rothsville (Lititz), Pennsylvania 

 

Sunday Morning Worship – 9:00 a.m. 

 

717.626.8972 | www.jerusaluth.org | jerusaluth@windstream.net 

Pastor’s email: jerusaluthpastor@windstream.net 

 

Office hours: Wednesday 2-5pm, Thursday 8am-5pm and Friday 1-5pm 

The Reverend Bonnie M. Oplinger, Pastor 

Mr. Roger L. Kurtz, Director of Music 

Tracy H. Lagaza, Office Administrator 

Joan C. Dull, Sexton 

Congregation, Ministers 

Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
36 Church Street 

Lititz, PA  17543 

http://www.jerusaluth.org
mailto:jerusaluth@windstream.net

