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PASTOR’S PONDERABLES - July 2021 

The Congregational Council has been reading a book for the last 

several months called Future Faith by Wesley Granberg-Michaelson. It 

talks about the ten challenges reshaping Christianity in the 21st century. 

It is not an easy read, and even though it took both courage and stamina 

to think about the challenges facing the church, the Council has grown 

in grace and understanding. In the last chapter the Council read, they 

were reminded of a math concept that was probably learned in junior 

high or high school. It is the idea of a bounded set and a centered set. 

(See the illustration below). 

 

 
  

These two kinds of relationships were then used to describe how 

a church would relate to the community in which it is located.  

On the left is a church with a circle around it. There are those 

who feel or believe they are “in” and those who feel or believe they are 

“out.”  

On the right is a church that is centered on God. There are no 

boundaries or limits to sharing God’s love with others. As you can see, 

it even looks a little chaotic.  

 

 

July 2021 
READINGS 
 
July 4th  
Sixth Sunday  
of Pentecost 
First Reading 
Ezekiel 2:1-5 
Psalm 
Psalm 123 
Second Reading 
2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
Gospel 
Mark 6:1-13 
 
July 11th 
Seventh Sunday  
of Pentecost 

First Reading 
Amos 7:7-15 
Psalm 
Psalm 85:8-13 
Second Reading 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
Gospel 
Mark 6:14-29 
 
July 18th  
Eighth Sunday  
of Pentecost 

First Reading 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm 
Psalm 23 
Second Reading 
Ephesians 2:11-22 
Gospel 
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 
July 25th 

Ninth Sunday  
of Pentecost 

First Reading 
2 Kings 4:42-44 
Psalm 
Psalm 145:10-18 
Second Reading 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
Gospel 
John 6:1-21 

JERUSALEM JOURNAL   
“As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors locally and globally.”     
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“Church” as we know it changed 15 months ago. Everyone mourned the loss of com-

ing together to worship as we knew it, gathering each Sunday morning for a Service of Word 

and Sacrament, including much singing of hymns, liturgy and anthems. If you looked at the 

diagrams above, it might suggest the diagram on the left.  

But during these last 15 months, our “church” has served children of the Warwick 

School District through the summer of 2020, extended the Community Meals for another 3 

months in 2020, is now hosting the Millport District as a polling site for primary and general 

elections, and hosted a blood drive through the Central PA Blood Bank. We have also begun 

live streaming worship on Zoom, allowing anyone anywhere in the world being able to join 

us in worship.  We continue to assemble health care & school kits and make quilts for Luther-

an World Relief, collect food for the Lititz/Warwick Community Chest, and knit hats for Sea-

farers Intl. House.  These actions might suggest demonstrating the diagram on the right.  

Moving forward into the future, do you see Jerusalem as a “Bounded set” or a 

“Centered set”?  

Grace and peace, Pastor Bonnie M. Oplinger 

 

Stewardship of our bodies 

Then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 

breath of life; and the man became a living being. -Genesis 2:7 

If not for the breath of God alive within each of us, our physical bodies would be just 100-

plus pounds of dead water and minerals. Intricate vehicles that carry us through our years, our 

bodies teem with the holy life that God gives us. 

As sacred vessels of life, our bodies deserve the best care and attention we can possibly give 

them. As a culture, though, we aren’t doing a very good job of it.  

Though the United States spends more on medical care than any other nation, we consistently 

rank low in overall health. Bloomberg’s 2020 Global Health Rankings put us at Number 35. 

(The top five: Spain, Italy, Iceland, Japan, and Switzerland. Canada was 16.) A prime reason 

is obesity, which affects 43 percent of Americans and contributes to a wide range of chronic 

health conditions.  

Of course, genetics plays a big role in everyone’s health, and it’s one of the factors over 

which we have no control. But there are a lot of variables we can work with to increase our 

health and take care of the sacred life-bearing vessels God has given us. 

For the month of July, pray for God’s guidance to help you care for your body. Consult your 

doctor and read up on diet, exercise, and stress reduction. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you in-

sight and wisdom to learn what to do, and then the courage and discipline to follow through.  

--Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as 
pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, Maryland, and works as content editor for 
www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com. 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
file:///C:/Users/rblezard/AppData/Sharron/Downloads/www.thestewardshipguy.com
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Roger L. Kurtz 

 

Many of us look forward to the summer months and the prospect of some rest and relaxation 

time near water.  Oceans, bays, lakes, and rivers provide a healing balm that helps to rejuve-

nate us physically, mentally, and spiritually.  While these bodies of water can provide soothing 

calm, they can also be a source of tumultuous grief.  The imagery in the opening two lines of 

“When Peace Like a River” – a hymn found on page 785 of Evangelical Lutheran Worship – 

illustrate this contrast:  “When peace like a river attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea bil-

lows roll.”  It is the second phrase that gives insight into the actual background of the hymn –  

a heartbreaking tragedy associated with the sea. 

 

Horatio Spafford (1828-1888), the author of “When Peace Like a River,” was a deeply reli-

gious man who faced a series of misfortunes in his life that would have devastated a person of 

lesser faith.  As a senior partner in a large Chicago law firm, Spafford accumulated considera-

ble wealth, which he invested heavily in local real estate.  Unfortunately, the Great Chicago 

Fire of 1871 destroyed many of his properties and financially ruined him.  Then, in 1873, 

Spafford and his family planned a trip to Europe.  He was delayed by business concerns, but 

sent his family ahead on the ocean liner Ville du Havre.  Mid-ocean, their ship was struck by 

an English vessel, the Loch Earn.  The Ville du Havre quickly sank, resulting in the deaths of 

226 people –  among them Spafford’s four daughters, ages 12, 7, 4, and 18 months.  Miracu-

lously, Spafford’s wife, Anna, survived the collision, so he boarded a ship to meet her in Eng-

land.  Spafford asked the captain of the vessel to point out the location of the wreck, and when 

the ship reached that spot, he stood on deck for some time contemplating the terrible tragedy to 

his family.  He retired to his cabin and wrote a four-stanza poem that includes the following 

first stanza:  

 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 

When sorrows like sea billows roll; 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

Anna gave birth to three more children, but she and Horatio were not spared more sadness.  On 

February 11, 1880, their only son died from scarlet fever at the age of four.  Possessing an un-

wavering faith that grew even stronger following a decade of personal grief and financial loss, 

the Spaffords decided to dedicate themselves to charitable work in 1881, the year after their 

son’s death.  They moved to Jerusalem, where they were instrumental in establishing the 

American Colony, a Christian utopian society dedicated to philanthropic work among the peo-

ple of that region without regard to religious affiliation.  The society gained the trust of the 

Christian, Jewish, and Muslim communities by opening soup kitchens, hospitals, and orphan-

ages to help alleviate the suffering of the local inhabitants.   
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Horatio and Anna spent the reminder of their lives in Jerusalem, and the benevolent work of 

the American Colony continued well into the 20th century.   
 

A discussion of “When Peace Like a River” would be incomplete without mentioning Philip 

P. Bliss (1838-1876). Born in a log cabin in Clearfield County, PA,  Bliss became one of the 

leading gospel songwriters of his generation.  He wrote the words and music to the following 

well-known gospel hymns of that era:  “Dare to Be a Daniel,” “Hallelujah! What a Sav-

ior” (“Man of Sorrows, What a Name”),  “I Am So Glad That Jesus Loves Me,”  “Let the 

Lower Lights Be Burning,” “More Holiness Give Me,” “The Light of the World Is Jesus,” 

and “Wonderful Words of Life.”  Bliss wrote the music paired with Spafford’s “When Peace 

Like a River” text (the only hymn for which he did not write the words) and named the tune 

“Ville du Havre” after the ship whose sinking had taken the lives of Spafford’s daughters.  

Sadly, only months after composing a tune for Spafford's text, Bliss and his wife perished in 

a tragic train wreck caused by a bridge collapse.  He survived the initial impact, but died in 

an unsuccessful attempt to rescue his wife from the burning flames.  Found in his trunk, 

which somehow survived the crash and fire, was a manuscript bearing the lyrics of the only 

well-known Bliss gospel song for which he did not write a tune:  “I Will Sing of My Re-

deemer.”  The text was set to music in 1877 and became one of Bliss’s most popular hymns.  

Interestingly enough, “I Will Sing of My Redeemer” became one of the first musical selec-

tions to be recorded on Thomas Edison’s new invention – the phonograph.   

CHURCH TREASURER - Beginning 2022, there will be a need for a Treasurer at  

Jerusalem Ev. Lutheran Church. The church treasurer is responsible for working with a Fi-

nance Committee, the development of an annual budget, paying bills, and keeping the debits 

and credits to the monthly fiscal process. Bookkeeping skills would be important as well as 

computer literacy and willingness to learn the computer program for the church’s fiscal oper-

ations. The current treasurer would be willing to be available until the end of 2021 to help 

train the new treasurer. Please contact Pastor Oplinger if you are interested in learning more 

about the ministry of the Church Treasurer. 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 
1.  A new wheel chair has been purchased......it is stored under the coat rack in the  
 Narthex......the emergency kit is on the shelf in the coat rack area. 
2.  Leelands Slate Roof Repair has been contacted to inspect our church slate roof and 
 the bell tower. The toll rope has become disconnected from the bell. It will be 5-6 
 weeks before the inspection will take place. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 

1 2 
 
 

3 

4  
9 am 
Holy 

Communion 
 
 

5 
 
 

6 
 

3:00pm Finance 

Committee  

Meeting 

7 8 9 10 
 
 

11 
 

9 am 
Holy 

Communion 

 
 

12 
 
Pastor Oplinger 

13 
 
is on  vacation 

14 
 
July 12th - 16th. 

15 
 
Pastor 
Dennis Trout 

16 
 
Will cover  
Pastoral needs 

 
 

17 
 
Please call: 
(717)336-5411 

18 
 

9 am 
Holy 

Communion 

19 
 

5-6pm  
Community 

Meals to Go! 

20 
 

7pm  
Congregational 
Council Meeting 

21 
 

22 
 
 

23 24 
 
 

25 
 

9 am 
Holy 

Communion 

26  
 

28 
 
 

29 30 31 27 
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JULY CELEBRATIONS 
 July Birthdays 

Best wishes to those celebrating in July. If your special day was missed, please contact Shelby in the church office - (717)626-8972 

July Anniversaries of Baptism 

 3 - Claude Grube 

 4 - Jean Ehrhart 

 5 - Nicole Nafe 

 8 - Timothy Sweigart, Sr. 

12 - Richard Schreiber 

14 - Joey Hoover, Jr. 

20 - Leslie Carson 

22 - Steve Ravegum 

23 - Joy Ackley 

27 - Betsy Smith 

29 - Brenda Fetter 

29 - Gerald Styer 

30 - Dana Mearig 

July Wedding Anniversaries 

Lamar & Kathryn Wolf celebrate 50 years on July 3rd 

Frank & Kari Zimmerman celebrate 25 years on July 13th 

Timothy & Lisa Sweigart celebrate 31 years on July 28th 

Bradley Burkholder – 7/4/76 

David Carson – 7/7/63 

Dean Carson - 7/7/63 

Steve Carson – 7/7/63 

Linda Nafe – 7/7/63 

Chance Ryan Bowman – 7/15/01 

Nicholas Carson - 7/18/10 

Steve Ravegum – 7/18/82 

Shelby Hoover – 7/21/74 

Leslie Carson – 7/22/84 

Next Community Meal: Monday, July 19th • 5-6:00pm 
 
We will provide a boxed take-out meal for our guests.  
Please call Jill (717.665.7987) or Joyce (717.733.9569) if you are willing to help! 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
Lynn Beard,  Jacob Garman, Weston Hertzler, Alma Hollingsworth,  

Wendy Hoover, Hunter Leisey, Lillian Logeman,  James Martin, Lucille 

Martin,   Judy Perry, Norma Rhoads, Lisa Riley,  Darryl Slaymaker, 

Gerald Styer, Doris Witwer,  Evelyn Wissler, Wyatt Wolfe, Be with 

Military Personnel,  First Responders, Healthcare Workers and the  

                helpers and the residents at Nursing Homes 

. 

We raised $1830.00 in The Bake Sale Auction!!  As always, thanks for your  

participation.  The Service Committee 

 

Lititz-Warwick Community 
Chest Food Bank  
 
July’s Food Bank Suggestions: 

 
• canned fruit 
• instant mashed potatoes 
• rice  

  
Items can be placed in the drop  boxes 

in the narthex - thank you! 

 Collecting for LWR- Personal Care Kits! 

We are collecting the following during July: 

- sturdy combs 

- bath size towels, dark colors preferred  

- large nail clippers 

- bath size bars of soap 

- toothbrushes 

Thank you for your support! 

It’s Back, Rothsville Community Day Is Back - Saturday September 18, 2021! 

 
Remember the fellowship, fun, food, games and entertainment? Planning is in the process for 
it’s return this year. You can help with it’s success either as a volunteer at Jerusalem’s chil-
dren’s activity tent or as an attendee to make this a return grand event! 
Contact Brad Clubb or Ken Craley with questions or volunteering your help. 

Thank you to all who helped in any way with our Church Picnic last Sunday.  And, thank you 
to all who attended on that "warm, warm" day.  We had 34 people  present and had some 
"wonderful good food", great games and lots of fun.   
 
The Picnic Committee - Rene Amey, Chrystine and Andy Anderson, Brenda Fetter, Mike Fet-
ter,  Zachary Fetter, and Mel Ravegum  
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HOME COMMUNION MEMBERS A call, dropping a card or a visit…. 

 

Willis Beam                                       Lillian Logeman   Norma Rhoads 

Pleasant View Retirement                 Keystone Villa, Room 321            2646 Camp Road 

Community/Terrace Gardens            100 North State St.                        Manheim, Pa 17545 

Room 231            Ephrata, Pa 17522                        Birthday: September 24 

544 N. Penryn Road                           Landline (717)738-5821 

Manheim, Pa 17545          Cell (717)888-0371     

Landline (717)664-6414                    Birthday: August 31                    Evelyn Wissler 

Birthday: October 7                                                                                321 Meadow Valley Rd. 

                                                           Jim & Lucille Martin                Lititz, Pa 17543 

                                                            536 Brookshire Ave.                   Birthday: April 14 

Jacob Garmen                                   Manheim, Pa 17545 

United Zion Ret. Community             Landline (717)664-4319 

722 Furnace Hills Pike                       Jim’s cell (717)598-8003 

Health Center                                      Lucille’s cell (717)615-2283 

Lititz, Pa 17543                                   Jim’s Birthday: November 10 

Birthday: April 1                                 Lucille’s Birthday:  April 18 

 

Alma Hollingsworth                          Lisa Riley 

Room 602, Muhlenberg Lodge           WSM—210 Prince St. 

300 St. Mark Drive                              Lancaster, Pa 17603 

Lititz, Pa 17543                                    Birthday:  December 25 

Birthday: September 21 
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ICONOGRAPHY WORKSHOP 
YOUTH OF SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH, 

KISSEL HILL 

AND YOUTH OF JERUSALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH, 

ROTHSVILLE 

Learn how to “pray with paint.” 

The ancient art of iconography will be explored and why religious icons have been an important part 

of Christian history and tradition. All supplies will be provided.  

Wear old stainable clothes. 

FIVE SATURDAYS FROM 9 AM to 12 NOON (Commitment to attend all sessions necessary) 

 

 

JERUSALEM RECEIVES ‘FLIGHT INTO EGYPT’  

BY BERNARD PLOCKHORST 

 Jonathan Gleason of Granger, Iowa is the brother of Kim Hink, known to our 
congregation, has generously given this painting to our church. The “Flight In-

to Egypt” painting was housed in St. Gabriel’s Passionist Monastery in Des 

Moines, Iowa. It was purchased by a customer of Jonathan Gleason, who gave 

it to his church where it was displayed. Recently, the church was renovated, 

and Mr. Gleason was looking for a welcoming home for this vintage 19th cen-
tury art by Bernard Plockhorst. Our church is that welcoming home. The paint-

ing will be blessed on Sunday, July 11th during our 9 AM worship service. 

Sept 11 

Sept 18 

Sept 25   

Oct 2 

Oct 9 (if needed) 

CORRECTION TO MAY NEWSLETTER ARTICLE RE. 

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS RENOVATION 

 In the May 2021 newsletter, the article about the stained glass windows renovation named the wrong company 

who is doing the work as well as the amount of money the work will cost. In the June 2021 newsletter, the name 

of the company was corrected, but not the cost of the project. Here is the correct information: The name of the 

company doing the work on the stained glass windows is:  

Saltzer and Son LLC Stained and leaded Glass. 

The cost of the project is $31.200.00 

 Please forgive us for any misinformation or confusion about this project.  

-The Stained Glass Renovation Committee 
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                                                    Report of the 2021 LLS Synod Assembly 

 

The assembly of the Lower Susquehanna Synod of the ELCA took place in all digital format 

on Friday night 6/3 and on Saturday 6/4.  The theme of the assembly was “Encountering Je-

sus”. 

Pastor Chistopher Otten, head of chaplains of the ELCA, addressed the assembly. Pastor Otten 

described the work of the larger Church.  He stated that ELCA membership decreased 38% 

from 2014 to 2019 and the number of ELCA congregations decreased 14% over the same peri-

od. He also stated that mission support has decreased.  Pastor Otten calls Christianity a “non-

Western” religion that has migrated from it’s white, European roots to Central Africa and the 

Southern hemisphere. In light of this, Pastor Otten encourages us to embrace multicultural con-

gregations in order to grow our Church. 

The business portion of the assembly consisted of the proposal and voting on 24 Resolutions.  

All 24 Resolutions were approved by the appropriate majority.  The resolutions addressed:  

voting for synod VP and Treasurer, synod council members, and voting members of the 

churchwide assembly; approval of a 2.35 million dollar budget; approval of minimum salaries 

for new Ministers of Word and Sacrament and Ministers of Word and Service; and approval of 

some wording changes in the bylaws. 

The assembly theme of “Encountering Jesus” was supported by an address from Bishop Dun-

lap and by several video clips shown throughout the assembly.  This theme was also evident in 

the Edification Day presentations. Bishop Dunlap stated that, in Luke 18, Jesus asks “what do 

you want”.  Bishop Dunlap in turn asks us to listen to our neighbors, cooperate and meet peo-

ple where they are. He states “we are Christ to those we serve”. Our Synod has a new logo 

“The Diversity Tree” that represents the diversity of people in our communities who are fed by 

the waters of baptism.  Our Synod has also adopted a set of mission priorities:  Equipping 

Leaders, Encouraging Cooperation, and Engaging in New Mission. I have included a summary 

sheet of these initiatives and mission priorities.  Each congregation is encouraged to join the 

Synod in support of our community in this way. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jill Clubb 
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Our Synod Welcomes All  

 

 

 

…and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. — Revelation 22:2c  

In the Lower Susquehanna Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we feed the hungry 

as we have been fed by Christ. In 2016, our synod became a Reconciling in Christ Synod. We wel-

come with full participation and inclusion all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all 
because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, or rela-

tionship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, imprison-

ment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Jesus 

Christ.  

MISSION PRIORITIES: Equipping Leaders, Encouraging Cooperation, Engaging in New Mission  

Key synod efforts include …  

Fostering Spiritual Wellness Walking together as 

baptized children of God, we share responsibility for 

faithfully focusing our lives on Christ and deepening our 

connection to the Holy Spirit. We accompany one anoth-

er in nurturing spiritually healthy relationships with God, 

each other, and the world.  

Developing New Leaders We are called to identify, 

raise up, and equip Christ-centered leaders for the sake of 

the gospel. From faith formation in the first third of life to 

vocational call for both rostered and lay leaders, we ac-

company God’s people in discerning ways to live out their 

baptismal identity. 

Nurturing Vital Congregations Christ calls us to 

nurture congregations whose faith shines in our relation-

ships with God, each other, and our community. We sup-

port congregations in naming their identity and respond-

ing to God’s invitation to participate in the mission of 

Christ’s church.  

Relating Globally As part of the larger church, we 

intentionally accompany our partners in Christ across the 

world through mutual prayer, relationship, and shared 

learning. We engage in global partnerships to share our 

common humanity and life of faith.  

Growing Justice Outreach We believe that each 

person is created in the image of God. Jesus calls us to 

be a diverse and inclusive church caring deeply for all 

children of God. Loving our neighbor means seeking 

justice and equity where it is absent by addressing 

harmful prejudice and the exclusion of traditionally mar-

ginalized people. We seek to deepen understanding, 

listen with respect, and partner in advocacy as diverse 

Interacting Authentically We practice Gospel-

centered hospitality, meeting people where they are, as they 

are. Recognizing we are all created in God’s image, we cele-

brate the richness in community by encouraging genuine, 

loving, Christ-like relationships.  

OUR NEW LOGO  

Launched in April 2021, our new logo (called The Diversity Tree — above right) reimagines a tree in the shape of a 
heart. Its many different leaves — like the diverse members of a community — are fed by a sturdy trunk and the cross 
of Christ, representative of our understanding of the word of God. This, in turn, is nourished below by the water of our 
baptism — water which can also be seen as that of the Susquehanna River. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

OUR IDENTITY AND CALLING As members of the ELCA, we believe that we are freed in Christ to serve and love our neigh-

bor. With our hands, we do God’s work of restoring and reconciling communities in Jesus Christ’s name throughout the 
world. We are a church whose unity is in Jesus Christ, who gathers us around word and water, wine and bread. Be-
cause we are grounded in God’s love and forgiveness, we are equipped to live and serve here and now, in the world, 
with all its complexities, tensions and ambiguities. As a synod, we live into our calling by equipping leaders, encourag-
ing cooperation, and engaging in new mission. 
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In the June newsletter a letter from Moravian Manor was printed explaining their “ No Resident Dies 
Alone” program. 

In 2016, Luther Acres initiated that same program for our residents. This trained volunteer-centered 
program provides a caring presence to support our residents’ end-of-life journey. We provide a car-
ing, quiet presence at the resident’s bedside in the last hours of his or her life.   

In addition to the “No resident Dies Alone “ program, Luther Acres initiated another practice that no 
longer shields death from notice.. it is a low-key ceremony called “walk of honor”.  The staff stop 
what they are doing, line the sides of the hallway, along with other residents and family, to show 
their respects  as the deceased resident is solemnly wheeled out by the funeral director. The body is 
covered by a colorful handmade quilt designed by the medical director, Dr. Leon Kraybill.  

As one of the caring companion volunteers, I would be glad to answer any questions about NRDA or 
the Walk of Honor. Pandemic restrictions halted both these programs but reinstatement is anticipated 
in the near future. 

Janet Craley 
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Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes 

 

Date: May 17, 2021 

“As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors locally and globally.” 

 Present:   Pastor Oplinger, Chrystine & Odel Anderson, Joyce Burkholder, Brenda Fetter, Zachary 

Fetter, Florence Morgan, Mel Ravegum, Jean Slaymaker, J.D. Wissler 

Absent:    Rene Amey, Jim Martin 

Guests:    None  

Devotions were led by:  Pastor Oplinger – Defeating Divisive Culture Wars. 

Meeting led by:  Jean Slaymaker, Council Vice President 

Recognition:  

1. Rene Amey for all the Mother’s Day Flowers. 

2. Pastor Oplinger “Easter Elf” for the red roses on Mother’s Day. 

3. Blood bank helpers: Odel Anderson, Brenda Fetter, Pastor Oplinger, Jean Slaymaker. 

4. Pastor Oplinger for all her work with implementing the Zoom Church Service and the service 

change over from Windstream to Blue Ridge Communications. 

5. Claude Grube for his faithful service of unlocking and locking the church doors, ringing the bell 

and ushering duties. 

6. Shelby Hoover for assisting with the camera for the Tennebrae Service. 

7. Mike and Zach Fetter for setting up and maintaining the candelabras. 

Reports:   

Pastor’s Report:   

1. Pastor Oplinger thanked the council for replacing her non-functioning office computer with 

a new one from Tim Hoffman. 

2. Zoom bidding will take place for the bake sale. 

3. Zoom worship “live streaming” will take place each Sunday. 

4. On 5/19/21 Blue Ridge will activate  the phone in the Pastor’s office and the kitchen. 

5. Heavy duty transport wheelchair with 24 inch seat and removable arms and foot rest at a 

cost of $400.00 – Discussion took place.  Florence Morgan made the motion to purchase at a 

cost of $400.00.  J.D. Wissler seconded and the motion was approved. 

6. Mask or no Mask.  Discussion took place.  J.D. Wissler made a motion to allow worship 

with the option of not wearing a mask and continue with social distancing starting on 

5/23/21.  If one is not vaccinated, wear a mask and if someone is not comfortable not wear-

ing a mask, wear a mask.  Mel Ravegum seconded and the motion was approved. 

7. Pastor Oplinger wrote a letter to Pastor Cruz explaining the reasons we are denying the  

 permission to use Jerusalem Church. 

 

Secretary’s Report:  Florence Morgan made a motion to accept the April 20, 2021 Secretary’s re-

port as written.  Mel Ravegum seconded and the motion was approved. 
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Treasurer’s Report:  The May 10, 2021 Treasurer’s report was distributed to the council members. 

Joyce Burkholder made a motion to accept the report, subject to audit, and Florence Morgan seconded.  

The motion was approved. 

Old Business:   

 1.  Adult forum to start June 13, 2021.  Pastor Oplinger did ask for subject suggestions. 

 2.   Warwick Ministerium – Saturday food pick up.  Schools will be handing out food Monday     

through Friday. So, there will be no food pick ups on Saturdays. 

New Business:  Larrie Miller is requesting a new person to take over the Treasurer’s duties. 

Committee Reports: 

Sunday School:  Adult Forum will include Zoom participation. 

 Worship and Music:  No Meeting.  

Cemetery:  No further news.  

Memorial:  None.   

Finance:   See Treasurer’s Report. 

Property:  

1. Ordering a new 24” seat wheelchair. 

2. Telephone switch on 5/19/21. 

3. Mulching in the near future.  

Service:  None. 

Stewardship:  See snippets article in newsletter.   

Stained Glass Windows:  J.D. Wissler reported window repair will be payed “one window at a 

time” - - after that particular window is completed.  Window plaques can still be purchased. 

Reminder Dates: 

 Election – May 18 

 Bake Sale Auction – May 23 

 Church Picnic – June 6 

Next Meeting:  June 15, 2021 

Announcements/Correspondences: 

1. A note was received from Lillian Logeman stating she was glad everything with the return to 

worship was going well. 

2. A Thank you note was received from the Lititz/Warwick Community Chest for the 39.6 lbs of 

non perishable food. 

3. A Thank you note was received from Doris Witmer and Denise Lahr for the Zoom Worship 

Services.  

Adjournment:  Brenda Fetter made the motion to adjourn the meeting and Florence Morgan second-

ed.  The meeting was adjourned and closed with The Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Fetter, Council Secretary 
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