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ñWhat must I do to inherit eternal life?ò This is the question a lawyer 

asks Jesus in the 10th chapter of the Gospel of Luke. Jesus answers his 

question by reaching back into the ancient Hebrew texts of Deuteronomy 

and Leviticus. ñYou shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your strength and with all your mind 

(Deuteronomy 6:5); and your neighbor as yourself (Leviticus 19:18).  

Jesus calls these the two great commandments. The lawyer, not to be  

deterred, asks Jesus who his neighbor is. Jesus answers that question by 

telling the very well known story of The Good Samaritan. The lawyer 

discovers that the neighbor is the person who shows you mercy. 

We are in a most extraordinary time in which showing mercy to our 

neighbor can be as simple as, and yet it seems, as difficult as wearing     

a mask to keep our neighbor safe. 

July 1, 2020, the Governor of Pennsylvania and the Secretary of Health 

signed an order that requires the wearing of masks in all businesses and 

all public spaces. Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran church is both a place 

of business and a public space. If you work or visit inside the church, 

please love your neighbor by wearing a mask at all times when you are 

in the proximity of another person. This also means to wear a mask, even 

if the person is more than 6 feet from you. If you are alone in the build-

ing, that is the only time you have the choice to wear a mask or not. 

Wearing a mask shows that you care about others, and that you are   

committed to protecting the lives of those around you. Thank you for 

wearing a mask. 

Grace and peace, 

Past˛ʞ B˛n˚ɰʍ M. Oʽ˗˔nɮˏʞ 

August 2 
9th Sunday  
after Pentecost 
First Reading 
Isaiah 55:1-5 
Psalm 
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 
Second Reading 
Romans 9:1-5 
Gospel 
Matthew 14:13-21 
 
August 9 
10th Sunday after Pentecost 
First Reading 
1 Kings 19:9-18 
Psalm 
Psalm 85:8-13 
Second Reading 
Romans 10:5-15 
Gospel 
Matthew 14:22-33 
 
August 16 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 
First Reading 
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
Psalm 
Psalm 67 
Second Reading 
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
Gospel 
Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 
 
August 23 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
First Reading 
Isaiah 51:1-6 
Psalm 
Psalm 138 
Second Reading 
Romans 12:1-8 
Gospel 
Matthew 16:13-20 
 
August 30 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
First Reading 
Jeremiah 15:15-21 
Psalm 
Psalm 26:1-8 
Second Reading 
Romans 12:9-21 
Gospel 
Matthew 16:21-28 
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ñAbide with Meò - found on page 629 of Evangelical Lutheran Worshipò- 

has been found on favorite-hymn lists for generations.  Interestingly enough, 

this beloved hymn, written on September 4, 1847 by Henry Francis Lyte 

(1793-1847), was nearly not written at all.   

Lyte, a Church of England clergyman, suffered from poor health throughout 

much of his life.  At the age of 54, he was advised by his doctor to winter in 

Italy to save his health.  Lyte was determined to administer Holy Commun-

ion once more to his congregation, and on the first Sunday of September in 

1847, he did exactly that, even though the ravages of tuberculosis left him 

weak and exhausted.  To those who were concerned that this effort was     

unwise, given his rapidly-declining health, he remained steadfast to a conviction held throughout 

his life:  ñIt is better to wear out than to rust out!ò  After the service, Lyte walked by the sea until 

sunset thinking of the abiding presence of God and working on a hymn started in the early days of 

his ministry.  He was too tired to complete it and thought of putting the poem aside until his return 

from Italy;  however, some inner compulsion pressed him to finish the last line and place ñAbide 

with Meò in the hands of his family that evening.  Lyte never returned from Italy and died only   

two months later on November 20th, with the hymn being sung for the very first time at his own 

funeral.  Had he waited to complete the poem after his return to England, one of the worldôs most 

treasured hymns would not have been written.    

The mark of a great hymn, like any work of art, is its ability to stand the test of time.  Why do we 

still love singing ñAbide with Meò 173 years after its composition?  As we witness illness and death 

associated with the COVID-19  pandemic and are fearful of unrest spinning out of control across 

our country, the ageless truths found in the lines below help to bring perspective, confidence, and 

solace that ñthough the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.ò   

ñI fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless;  ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.ò  

ñChange and decay in all around I see:  O Thou who changest not, abide with me.ò    
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OUTSIDE SUNDAY WORSHIP will continue as it was celebrated for the first time 

on Sunday, July 19th. We are worshipping this way because it is safer outside than 

inside. If there is inclement weather i.e. it is raining, there will be no worship that 

Sunday. You will be notified ahead of time if worship is cancelled.  

Please bring a lawn chair to sit on. Please wear a mask. You may choose to have 

your temperature taken. Please remain at home if you are not feeling well. The way 

we have configured the worship, everyone is sitting in the shade. Please park in the 

Forney Field Parking Lot. Everyone who assists with the worship service will be 

wearing gloves.  

We do offer communion in both kinds with all the precautions we can do. The Host is a wafer. Wine or 

grape juice is available in pre-filled disposable glasses. If you are more comfortable, you may bring 

your own elements for your own family to be blessed at the beginning of communion.  

We look forward to seeing you at worship OUTSIDE while weather permits.  
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WHY IS THE YEAR 2020 AN IMPORTANT TIME FOR WOMEN?  

The 19th Amendment of the United States was ratified on August 18, 1920. It gave women the right    

to vote. However, women of color were denied the right to vote until the Voting Rights Act of 1965.   

In the midst of these struggles for securing the rights of all women, it took the Lutheran Church until 

1970 to ordain women as rostered leaders of Word and Sacrament (and recently) Word and Service. 

This is the year the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America celebrates the 50th anniversary of wom-

enôs ordination. How would you answer the following questions/observations?  

1. Have been baptized by a pastor who is a woman.  

2. Have been confirmed by a pastor who is a woman.  

3. Have been married by a pastor who is a woman.  

4. Someone in my family had a funeral conducted by a woman pastor.  

5. Raised in a church that doesnôt ordain women.  

6. I can recite Galatians 3:28.  

7. Have taken a course at a seminary (man or woman, ordained or not).  

8. Know the name of one of the first 25 women ordained in the Lutheran Church in America (LCA) 

or the American Lutheran Church (ALC).  

9. I know the year of the vote to allow women to be ordained in Lutheran churches in the US.  

10. Attended the ordination of a woman pastor.  

11. Have a pastor who is a woman.  

12. I can name three women at the grave of Jesus.  

13. I can name three women followers of Jesus in the time of the apostles.  

14. Have been shaped by a Sunday School teacher who was a woman (name).  

15. I can name a Lutheran pastor nearby who is a woman.  

16. Name the first woman you ever saw wearing a clerical collar.  

17. Have Lutheran pastor in your family (who).  

18. Have you ever struggled with what to call a woman pastor?  

19. I can name a Lutheran bishop who is a woman.  

20. Met a female Lutheran pastor more than 20 years ago (what year).  

21. Met a woman pastor from another denomination more than 20 years ago (what year).  

22. Have met a religious leader of another FAITH (Jewish, Hindi, etc.) who is a woman.  

23. I know what the term ñrostered leaderò means in the ELCA.  

A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is scheduled for Sunday, August 9, 2020 

immediately following the outside worship service.  The purpose for the meeting 

is to approve the cost for repairs to several of the stained-glass windows in the 

church.  The Congregationôs approval is needed because the amount of money 

for the windows exceeds what the Congregational Council can approve on its 

own.  A quorum of 25 voting members will be necessary to hold the Congrega-

tional meeting. 
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3 - Jean Slaymaker 

5 - Lori Kemler 

12 - Riley Newbert 

14 - Barry Becker 

14 - Grant Clubb 

15 - Ruby Styer 

18 - Derek Zimmerman 

19 - Stephen Rutter 

25 - Joseph Hoover, Sr. 

31 - Lillian Logeman 

August Wedding Anniversaries 

Kala (Stripling) and Casey Wolfe celebrate 9 years on August 5th 

Jesse & Robin Volker celebrate 43 years on August 20th 

August Anniversaries of Baptism 

 Ryan Carson - August 5, 2012 

James Wolfe - August 25, 1957 

Jeff Schreiber - August 25, 1957 

Heather Kopp - August 26, 1979 

Barry Becker - August 27, 1955 

August Birthdays 

 

wƻǘƘǎǾƛƭƭŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 5ŀȅ - нлнл 
 

²ƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ w/5 ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀƴŎŜƭ ƻǳǊ 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфΣ нлнл ŜǾŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ wƻǘƘǎǾƛƭƭŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻǳǊ мфǘƘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  

! ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ  

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΦ 
 

Kˏʘ Crʨɳˏʦ ˉnʋ Braʋ C˗˃ʪʈ                                   

/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ 
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/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜΦΦΦ 
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